
CS 10 Research Requirement Alternative 

 

The principles discussed in class and in your textbooks are based 

on empirical research. As you know, you can complete your 

research requirement by participating in original research that is 

taking place here at UCLA. Alternatively, you can fulfill this 

requirement by reviewing recent original research articles. If you 

elect to complete this research alternative, you will read and 

evaluate one original empirical article for one unit of research 

credit. Thus, if you wish to complete your entire requirement 

through this means, you will need to complete 4 article 

summaries—one for each credit.  

For each summary, identify a research article that was published 

DURING THE TERM OF YOUR COURSE in one of the 

following peer-reviewed journals that are associated with the 

International Communication Association. You can access these 

journals through the UCLA library: 

Human Communication Research                                                  

Journal of Communication                                                      

Journal of Computer Mediated Communication              

Communication, Culture, and Critique 

 

Your paper should provide a critical review of the following 

aspects of the research:  

 What is the empirical question/hypothesis? Explain the 

background that led to the predictions and why the 

authors hypothesized the pattern of results.

 What methods did the authors use to answer the question? 

Explain the experimental or qualitative methods that 

were used to answer the research question. 



 What were the results, and how should they be interpreted?  

Explain what the authors found in their analyses. 

 In your opinion, evaluate the strength of the contribution. 

Do the authors interpret the results in a reasonable way? 

Is the work important/interesting? What is the next step 

in this program of research? 

 

What to include with your summary: 

1.  A cover sheet that includes your name as it appears with the 

UCLA registrar, your ID number, and your contact information. 

2.  Your paper, which should be NO LESS than 4 double spaced 

pages with 12 point font.  

3.  A copy of the entire research article that you selected.  

Staple these elements in one packet per summary. If you elect to 

submit more than one summary, additional summaries should be 

stapled separately. 

THESE PAPERS WILL BE CHECKED FOR PLAGIARISM. 

PLEASE PUT EVERYTHING IN YOUR OWN WORDS. 

 

Turning in your summary: 

We will accept article summaries until the end (Friday) of finals 

week of each quarter. A clearly labeled box will be placed in the 

copy room of the Department of Communication (Rolfe Hall 2303). 

Late summaries will not be credited until the following quarter, and 

you will receive an incomplete for the course until then. 


